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Your Editor Fr. Hugh 

Some time ago my wife and I were staying with friends in 
Suffolk – after lunch the six of us relaxed in  a large room. I felt 
quite out of it as the other five were busy clicking away with 
their tablets or lap tops.  So I looked around and saw a pile of 
interesting books. One which caught my eye was ‘The Great 
Realisation’ – a new book on experiences of the author of the 
Covid pandemic.  This was very real and with illustrations 
depicting the subject made a profound impression on me. 

 

I use this as an illustration of my love of books around a wide 
variety of subjects.  At a very early age I was taught to read 
before I started school, and very soon got absorbed is such as 
‘Swallows and Amazons’ and the series by Arthur Ransome 
and the antics of ‘The Famous Five’ by Enid Blyton. Later in 
school I got to know and love the likes of Chaucer, Austen, 
Dickens as I studied to get an A level in English 
Literature.  Alongside these were the adventures of Biggles, 
and the thrillers of Agatha Christie and others.  Of course my 
time in college when training for the priesthood was dominated 
by theological books of all kinds, and this love of books has 
been a real part of my life in over 50 years as a priest and I 
always have at least two books on the go. 

 

 

 

“ON THE READING OF BOOKS” 
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So the reason for this Editorial is to say to our Readers – do 
not lose the value of the printed word! 

In the fifth edition of ‘Around the Spire’ recently, Bishop Robert 
used these words – “The written word allows a different sort of 
engagement, perhaps to explore ideas more deeply as the 
text can be read, and time and attention given to it. The written 
word lasts and can be both powerful and encouraging”. 

Recently I had a conversation with the manager of a book 
shop in Gloucester who assured me that the sale of books 
is  now as great as it ever has been – good food for thought! 

 

FR HUGH 

The Help if we Can AGM is on Thursday September 9th, new 
members welcome, please make contact. 

A visit to the National Memorial Arboretum is planned for 
Thursday 16th September, please contact Sandra Smith on 
725343 if you would like to travel. 

The Pilot Memorial Day is on Saturday 25th September 
beginning at the aircraft crash site, Field Court Junior Academy 
at 11.15am and then a street parade to the Memorial Garden for 
the unveiling of a Memorial Stone with due pomp and 
ceremony. Over 100 invited guests. Hope that many will watch 
and line School Lane. The RAF hope to do a flyover. A Road 
Closure will be in operation for School Lane for the duration. 

- Steve Smith bulldog.smith@btinternet.com  

mailto:bulldog.smith@btinternet.com
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Saints of the Month—August 

By Revd. Fr. Ian Robb 

5
th

: Oswald of Northumbria  Born in 605, the 
son of King Aelfrith of Northumbria, Oswald was 
forced to leave home after his father's death. He 
moved to Iona and was tutored by St Columba's 
monks; he was baptised and eventually returned 
to Northumbria.  He set up a cross as his 
standard, gathered his men around it to pray on 
the night before battle, and duly defeated the 
heathen British king. 
Oswald was a man of humility and generosity; he worked 
closely with his friend (and later “saint”) Aidan, travelling with 
him on his missionary journeys and acting as his interpreter.  He 
died in 642 defending his kingdom against the Mercians. 
 
6

th
: The Transfiguration of our Lord   Matthew, Mark, and 

Luke all record the vision given to a privileged group of 
disciples.  It is also referred to in the second letter of Peter.  
Each time, it is made clear that God's salvation is for all and that 
Christ is the one who brings that salvation.  The testimonies of 
the Law and the Prophets to Jesus are given by the presence of 
Moses and Elijah; the event also pre-figures the resurrection, 
revealing a foretaste of the life of glory. 
 
10

th
: Laurence, Deacon at Rome  The details concerning the 

martyrdom of Laurence are among the earliest of Church 
Histories, but very brief.  He was one of seven deacons in 
Rome, closely associated with Pope Sixtus II who was also 
martyred at the same time.  Laurence's accusers demanded 
that he produce the church's treasures;  he did so, assembling a 
group of poor, homeless folk, affirming: “These are the 
treasures of the Church”.  He died on this day in 258. 
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11
th

: Clare of Assisi  Clare was born in 1193; she caught the 
joy of a new vision of the gospel from the preaching of Francis.  
She left her wealthy home and family and joined a Benedictine 
community, seeking a life of contemplation.  She founded her 
own community, which lived in shared poverty with a great 
dependence on God.  Clare was the first woman to write a 
religious Rule of Life, and in it showed great liberty of spirit in 
dealing with earlier prescriptions.  After the death of Francis, 
she supported his companions in their desire to be faithful to his 
vision.  Her final words are recorded: “Blessed be God, for 
having created me.” 
 

14
th

: Maximilian Kolbe, Friar, Martyr  
Maximilian was born near Lodz in Poland 
in 1894; his parents were members of the 
Franciscan Third Order.  Aged thirteen, 
he began his training for ordination under 
the guidance of the Franciscans.  He 
studied in Rome, but following a bout of 
tuberculosis he returned to Poland and 
became a lecturer in church history and also published a weekly 
Christian journal.  Following the Nazi invasion of Poland, he was 
arrested as an “intellectual” and imprisoned in Auschwitz, where 
he continued his priestly ministry, celebrating the eucharist in 
secret.  There was an escape from the camp and a prisoner 
was chosen to forfeit his life as an example.  Maximilian stepped 
forward and took his place to be put to death.  He died following 
a lethal injection on this day in 1941. 
 
15

th
: The Blessed Virgin Mary  Mary was a young Jewish girl 

living in Nazareth when a messenger from God announced that 
she had been chosen to be the bearer of the Son of God to the 
world.  Her response “Let it be to me as you have said” revealed 
her natural sense of obedience to God, her reverence for his 
Word, and her worthiness for the task assigned.  This day is 
now celebrated as the major feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
throughout Christendom. 
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24
th

: Bartholomew the Apostle   - to give him 
his full name “Nathaniel Bar-Tolmai” - was 
brought by his friend Philip to meet Jesus, who 
called him “An Israelite worthy of the name”.  
Following the resurrection, he was one a group 
of seven to see the risen Lord by the lakeside 
in Galilee.  At first somewhat cynical, he 
recognized Jesus for who he is and proclaimed 
him as Son of God and King of Israel.  He is 
said to have been flayed alive in what is now the region of 
Armenia. 
 
 
29

th
: The Beheading of John the Baptist   

John was the forerunner of Christ in death as in 
life, following his denouncing of immoral ways and 
his call to repentance.  On hearing of John's 
arrest, Christ's first words immediately take up 
John's call: Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near; repent, and believe the good news. 
 
 
 
 
31

st
: Aidan, Bishop of Lindisfarne  A monk of St Columba, 

Aidan was sent to Northumbria as a missionary at the request of 
King Oswald.  He was consecrated Bishop of 
Lindisfarne in 635, from which island he was able 
to combine a monastic lifestyle with missionary 
journeys to the mainland, where his concern for 
the poor and his enthusiastic teaching won 
popular support.  He died on this day in the year 
651.   
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The Faith We Sing 

By  Revd. Canon  Michael Garland 

Amazing grace (how sweet the sound) 
that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
was blind, but now I see. 

 
Exactly fifty years ago in 1971, a hymn entered the UK’s Singles 
Charts. I am not certain whether this was a ‘first’, but I can’t 
think of any other hymns that have managed to grace the charts 
in the way that ‘Amazing grace’ did then, and once again a few 
years later. Judy Collins was the singer in 1971, with a rich-
sounding choir providing the backing after an opening solo 
verse. One year later, an instrumental version also made a chart 
appearance in a memorable recording by the Royal Scots Dra-
goon Guards. It is interesting to note how hymns can shoot to 
fame like this. 
 
The original version of ‘Amazing grace’ was first published in a 
collection entitled Olney Hymns. Some of you will know that 
Olney – in Buckinghamshire – is famous for its annual Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake race, a tradition that dates from the fifteenth 
century. John Newton became Curate of Olney in the latter part 
of the eighteenth century and Olney Hymns was a joint venture 
which he shared with the poet William Cowper, author of ‘O for 
a closer walk with God’ and ‘God moves in a mysterious way’. 
Newton has left us with many well-known hymns including, ‘How 
sweet the name of Jesus sounds’ and ‘Glorious things of thee 
are spoken’, but ‘Amazing grace’ is surely the one best known 
and most often sung today. 
 
John Newton based his hymn on a verse from 1 Chronicles 
17.17 – ‘Who am I, O Lord God  --- that thou hast brought me 
this far’. We hear that reflected in verse three: 
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Through many dangers, toils and snares 

I have already come: 
‘tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 

and grace will lead me home. 
 

The hymn is really an autobiographical account of John 
Newton’s life and his journey of faith. Before he became a 
Christian, he lived a reckless life and had been captain of a 
slave-ship where his ill-treatment of the slaves was a subject of 
notoriety. He repented of his past godlessness and recognised 
God’s grace as having a powerful and transforming effect on 
his life. 
 
The tune universally associated with Newton’s hymn is often 
given the name ‘Amazing grace’. It most probably originated in 
the southern states of the USA in the mid nineteenth century, 
but it is also possible to trace it further back to a Scottish 
ballad. There is a strong likelihood that the tune was brought to 
North America by Scottish immigrants and over the course of 
time it came to be accepted as a southern folk melody. 
 
Stray verses have occasionally attached themselves to 
Newton’s original text. Many of us will have seen the verse: 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years 
bright shining as the sun: 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’ve first begun. 

 
Interestingly, this verse was added by Harriett Beecher Stow in 
her novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin.  
This is how Newton closed his hymn: 

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, 
the sun forbear to shine; 

but God, who called me here below, 
will be forever mine. 

Click here to hear the hymn on line 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tU6GWeBY3qwC:/Users/Jackie/Documents/123%20CLUB
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Some of you have been enquiring as to when Chatterbox and 

Chit Chat will reopen now that all restrictions have been lifted.  

It is worth noting that we are not out of the woods yet! Covid 

rates are still escalating and whilst many are double vaccinated 

others are not.  As you know we depend heavily on volunteers 

to help us set up, run the sessions and clear away afterwards.   

With regards to Chit Chat, providing Covid rates don’t escalate 

or a new variant, resistant to the vaccine pops up we are 

looking at October as a possible opening. However, we do rely 

on volunteers and if they feel the risk is too great, then we shall 

delay further.  

As to Chatterbox, I’m afraid the jury is still out. Over a third 

(nationally) of the younger generation (18-29) have not been 

vaccinated as yet.  The additional work of trying to comply with 

sanitizing toys  and the venue, looks to be proving  fairly high 

risk and time consuming. A number of our volunteers who help 

with Chatterbox are in their eighties and over. Some have 

underlying health conditions and whilst they have all been 

double jabbed, the consequences for them of catching the virus 

could still be very serious.  

Obviously we shall be keeping the national and local situation 

under review and when we believe it safe to reopen we shall do 

so.  

Jackie Hall 

Chatterbox& Chit Chat Groups 
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A young couple moved into a new house.  
 
The next morning while they were eating 
breakfast, the young woman saw her 
neighbour hanging the washing outside. 
"That laundry is not very clean; she doesn’t know how to wash 
correctly. Perhaps she needs better soap powder.”  
Her husband looked on, remaining silent. 
Every time her neighbour hung her washing out to dry, the 
young woman made the same comments. 
A month later, the woman was surprised to see a nice clean 
wash on the line and said to her husband, "Look, she’s finally 
learned how to wash correctly. I wonder who taught her this?" 
The husband replied, "I got up early this morning and cleaned 
our windows." 
 
And so it is with life… What we see when watching others 
depends on the clarity of the window through which we look. 
 
So don’t be too quick to judge others, especially if your 
perspective of life is clouded by anger, jealousy, negativity or 
unfulfilled desires. 
 
"Judging a person does not define who they are. It defines who 
you are." 
 
— Jonathan Kestenbaum 

Food for thought... 
 

   

The church will host an 
evening of fine dining, super 
entertainment and gracious hostility. 

From a Church 

Bulletin Board 
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Just a little charity, 

With someone else to share, 

Just a little giving, 

To show you really care, 

Just a little kindness, 

Just a little grace, 

Brings a little happiness 

To a sad and gloomy face. 

Just a little loving, 

Just a little kiss, 

Just a little tenderness. 

How wonderful is this? 

Just a little gratitude, 

Just a little praise, 

Brings a little sunshine 

Into lonely, dreary days. 

Just a little tolerance 

Just a little thought, 

And we could live in a peaceful world  

The way that Jesus taught. 

Lovell Cornwall  

(Rhymes of Nature and other poems) 
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August Crossword 
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1 2 

3 4 

Spot where 

we are this 

month! 

Answers next 

month 

Answers 

Next Month 
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KNIT AND NATTER 

Here is a very easy knitting pattern to use 
up all those odd bits of wool you may have 
lying around, and something to decorate 
your garden with when you have a garden 
party or barbecue! 

Summer Bunting Pattern 

D/K wool any colour 

4mm needles 

Cast on 30 stitches 

Using garter stitch throughout 

Knit 3 rows 

K2tog at each end of next and every 4th row until 2 sts remain 

Cast off remaining 2 stitches 

This completes one triangle 

Knit as many triangles as you wish 

Take 2 or 3 long pieces of wool to thread together your triangle 
bunting using a running stitch with small gaps between each tri-
angle. 

Hang up in your garden, conservatory or garden and enjoy! 

- Angie Wright 

THANKS FROM YOUR EDITOR! 

Very grateful to those who have responded to my appeal last 
month for your ideas of ways we might alter the contents to add 
to its appeal. 

Not many responses, but which have been forthcoming are 
certainly worthy of consideration. 

We will continue this for another month – SO DO LET US 
KNOW!! 
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Articles /photos for the September edition of 

‘Around the Spire’ should be with the Editor Hugh 

Broad,  hugh.broad@yahoo.co.uk by  

Sunday 15th August (at latest) 

 

During the four Mondays & Thursdays in August 

a team of City Councillors will be based in the church to 

distribute free school meal packages during the hours of 

10.30 -2pm, as part of community service.  

On these days, there may also be children’s activities 

operating outside in the church grounds (weather permitting). 

It would be helpful if people who are not involved in the 

scheme could avoid using the church during these times on 

those four Thursdays. 
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Assistant Priests 

 

Revd. Canon Hugh Broad 

Land Line 

 

01452 541078 

Mobile 

 

07928455674 

Email address 

 

hugh.broad@yahoo.co.uk 

Revd. Ian Robb 01452 676059 07962469250 irobb925@gmail.com 

Revd. G. Ripley 01452 883399  gordon.ripley364@btinternet.com 

Revd. Canon M. Garland 01452 720872  michaelgar-

Revd. Ann Morris   rev.ann@btinternet,com 

CHURCHWARDENS 

Mrs Jackie Broad 

Mr Paul Price 

 

 

01452 541078 

01452 537464 

 

 

07595264559 

 

60jackie60broad@gmail.com 

thepricefamily@blueyonder.co.uk 

PCC Secretary - 

Mrs Lu Pearce 

 

01452 725178 

 

07867502469 

 

androulapearce@hotmail.co.uk 

PCC Treasurer - 

Mr Ian Pearce 

 

 01452 725178 

 

07867502469 

 

ianlu123@hotmail.com 

Outreach Grps 

Mrs Jackie Hall 

 

01452 721062 

 

07853217954 

 

jacqueline.lhall@btinternet.com 

Knit & Natter  

Mrs Angie Wright 

 

 

 

078447462416 

 

anglewright@btinternet.com 

Organist—Chris Baldwin 01452 534105 07811589867 bonebaldwin@hotmail.co.uk 

Baptism Ministry Team - 

Mrs Val Harris  

 

01452 498018 

 

 

 

valerieharris@hotmail.co.uk 

Flower Arrangers 

Mrs Val Harris 

 

01452 498018 

  

valerieharris@hotmail.co.uk 

Bell Ringers –Dave Franklin  07899907125 dfepc-qsjbells@yahoo.com 

Open the book -  Liz Keenan 01452 722320  mrs.e.keenan@btinternet.com 

Altar Servers—Angela 

Hughes 

01452 722825 07984265977 angelajeanhughes@hotmail.co.uk 
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